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CCIE LANGUAGE CLASS FEATURED IN PRESS 
ENTERPRISE NEWSPAPER

On Thursday, March 18, 2010, David 
Olson of The Press-Enterprise posted 
an article in his newspaper on the CCIE 
language class taught by Wendi Hardy. 
Here is an excerpt from that article:  
“The Cherokee Community of the In-
land Empire inaugurated the beginner 
class in spoken and written Cherokee 
last year. The second series of classes 
began in January and end next month. 
The Cherokee language consists of a 
“syllabary” of 84 sounds that together 
form words. 
“Can you believe we’ve learned 50 syl-
lables?” teacher Wendi Hardy asked 
her students at the beginning of Tues-
day’s class. 
“We’ve seen 50 syllables,” Estes said 
with a laugh.

Preserving the Cherokee language is especially difýcult in places like the Inland area, which 
is more than 1,000 miles from the Cherokee Nation in Oklahoma. There are more than 2,700 
people of Cherokee background in Riverside and San Bernardino counties, according to 
2006-08 U.S. census estimates. “
The full article, including photos of the class can be accessed using the following link. 
http://www.pe.com/localnews/riverside/stories/PE_News_Local_W_cherokee18.47b232b.html

Photo: portions of The Press-Enterprise web site
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NEW CHEROKEE LANGUAGE CLASS
By Wendi Hardy

The 2nd language class is now complete.  We are still meeting each Tuesday evening (6:00 to 7:30) 
for tsalagi practice and gadugi. 

Our third language class is scheduled for the fall, with dates and times to be announced at a later 
time.  The ýrst 2 classes were held over a 10 week period.  The third class will be longer, either 15 or 
20 weeks, length still to be ýnalized.  The additional time will allow students more time to learn basic 
Cherokee in the See-Say-Write program designed and provided by the Cherokee Nation. There is 
no cost for the class for CCIE members.  Non-members will be charged $20.00 to cover the cost of 
materials. 

In the 2nd class, 16 people qualiýed for certiýcates and dictionaries -- howa.  A special treat for the 
class was a visit by the Press Enterprise.  David Olson, reporter and Terry Pierson, photographer put 
together a great article on the class, highlighting both CCIE’s language class and the efforts of the 
Cherokee Nation to preserve the Cherokee language. The article appeared in the Press Enterprise 
on March 18th.  Anyone wishing a copy of the article should contact me (Wendi Hardy) and I will be 
happy to get you a copy.  
Hope to see you all in class in the fall.  Dodadagohvi 

Also, registration is currently open for the online language classes.  This session of online classes 
begin April 12th and run to June 16th, a 10 week course period with classes held twice a week.  You 
have the option of attending the classes online/live or attending the classes as recorded session (you 
must be registered for the recorded classes also). 

These courses are taught by instructor Ed Fields, a certiýed language teacher, over the internet.  The 
classes are one hour.  I think this is a great opportunity to learn the Cherokee language from the com-
fort of your own home.  

A side beneýt is the bonus of learning more about all things Cherokee.  Log onto http://www.chero-
kee.org to choose one of the classes from the following schedule.  I have taken all of the classes and 
have found them to be very educational and fun.
Times given are Central Time (2 hours ahead of California time)
Cherokee I - Mondays and Wednesdays 7:00-8:00 pm
Cherokee II - Mondays and Wednesdays 5:30 - 6:30 pm
Cherokee III - Mondays and Wednesdays 4:00 - 5:00
I hope you all with give serious consideration to taking part in either our Community Cherokee class 
or the on line classes.
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WILMA MANKILLER DIES
By Scott Little taken from news excerpts

Former Oklahoma Cherokee Nation Chief 
Wilma Mankiller died Tuesday April 06, 2010. 
She had been battling pancreatic cancer and 
other illnesses including dealing with the injuries 
incurred following a devastating car accident in 
1979. 

She was the leader of the Cherokee Nation from 
December 1985 to 1995, when she decided 
not to re-run for election and teach full time at 
Dartmouth College. Among her many honors 
include a Presidential Medal of Freedom, 
awarded by President Clinton, and an honorary 
degree from Dartmouth. Current Chief Smith 
spoke at her memorial service on Saturday 
April 10, 2010 and called her a ñPatriot of the 
Cherokee Nation”. 
She was 64 years of age.

Those who wish to declare their candidacy may do so by submitting a PHOTO, a BIO written in 200 
words or less with a completed APPLICATION to the Election Committee by April 19th 2010 at:

Cherokee Community of the Inland Empire
PO Box 8055Riverside, CA 92515-8055 
This is an opportunity to take part in the leadership of Your CCIE. Anyone having questions may 
contact Election Committee Chairperson:
Gary Sanders at: g.sndrs@yahoo.com or 909 421-2325

CCIE COUNCIL ELECTIONS
By Gary Sanders

Osiyo Members, 
Cherokee Community of the Inland Empire will have Council elections on June 19th 2010. All 
members in good standing are encouraged to vote and/or seek election to the Council. 
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Starting from the center, the seven point 
star symbolizes the seven original Cherokee 
clans and the seven of Sequoyah’s syllabury 
characters for the Cherokee Nation. The oak 
leaf wreath symbolizes the sacred ýre that 
Cherokees have always burned on their land, 
using oak in their native North Carolina and 
Georgia and where they settled in the west. 
The words in the margin give the seal authority 
in both English and Cherokee, which is 
pronounced “Tsa-la-gi-hi A-yi-li”. Included in 
the margin is the date of the adoption of the 
Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma, September 
06, 1839. The seal is included on all ofýcial 
Cherokee Nation documents.

Cherokee Nation Seal 
By Anne Steinman and Scott Little

Ever wonder what the symbols on the Cherokee Nation seal actually mean? Anne Steinman 
supplied an article “Seal of the Cherokee Nation” written by Muriel Wright for the Chronicles of 
Oklahoma Volume XXXIV (1956) that describes the history of the seal and the meanings behind 
its symbolism. “The seal was designed to embrace the early Cherokee government structure and 
the endurance of the Cherokee people. The Seal was adopted by Act of the Cherokee Nation 
Council in 1871.

Birthdays

April

JanAnnette P.-01/Sandra T.-01/Wendi H.-03 /Manny M.-06/Christopher S.-07/Mindi A.-07/Jer-
ry A.-NA/Thelma Q.-08/Luretta R.-08/Estella H.-12/Breaun E.-13/Amelia W.-15/Steve A.-17/

Lisa B.-17/Steven S.-17/Mary T.-18/Emily T.-30

May

David J.-04/Dee H.-04/Bryan M.-05/Kathy S.-05/Suzy N.-07/Don K.-10/Richard W.-11/Kim 
N.-13/Jim H.-17/Cliff S.-18/Barbara M.-23/Christopher W.-23/Brenda R.-24/Donald C.-24/Se-

quoyah T.-25/Kristine S.-27/Gabino F.-28/Bill S.-28/Denise A.-30
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LISA BUSHYEAGAR FAMILY PHOTO
photo provided by Lisa Bushyeagar

The photo to the left is of Bernice 
Clark  Tillman, great-grandmother 
to CCIE member Lisa 
Bushyeager and grandmother to 
Joey Wagner. She was born in 
Missouri in 1900, but then left as 
a young lady to Nebraska and 
married Joseph Tillman. What a 
nice expression on her face!

If you would like to share your 
family photos with other CCIE 
members we will be happy 
to place them in our Tawodi 
Newsletter. Please include a 
discription and if possible a little 
background on the subject in 
the photo, including your name.
Please  bring a copy of your 
photo to a meeting or e-mail a 
.jpeg copy to CCIE at: 
ccie@cherokeecommunityie.org

#############################    #############################   ###########################

CULTURAL TIDBITS

In 1971 W.W. Keeler was the 
ýrst elected Principal Chief 
of the Cherokee Nation since 
Oklahoma statehood

...................................................

POWWOW CORNER
~ Anne Steinman, chairperson

May 22
Louis Rubidoux Nature Center
5370 Riverview Dr
Riverside
951-683-4880
Tungva Native American Gathering
10:00-3:00
 ...………………………………….

................................................

Sept 24
Sherman Indian High School
Sherman Indian Day
1:00-4:30
................................................ 

.........................................

..…………..………………

November 13
Louis Rubidoux Nature 
Center
5370 Riverview Dr
Riverside
951-683-4880
Pecan Festival




