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MARCH GENERAL MEETING 
Article by Wendi Hardy
The March meeting was special.  It was on a special day at a special time 
and we had special visitors.  Chris Holmes and Kristin Fourkiller came 
from Tahlequah to visit with us.  Before they left our meeting, they were 
presented with appropriate gifts of tobacco and sage as well as a CCIE 
T-shirt and a cookbook for each. Both Kristin and Chris are employees of 
the Nation and both work for COTTA.  COTTA is the support arm of the 
Nation for all the Communities. Kristin shared facts regarding the growth 
of the Communities, stating that the number of Communities will double 
this year  and then she shared a few words regarding the 2010 Census 
and how best to complete the form as Cherokee Nation Citizens.  

As well as working for 
COTTA, Chris Holmes 
is a graduate student at 
Northeastern University 
in Tahlequah.  He is a 
þuent Cherokee speak-
er and he gave us an 
introductory lesson in 
the Cherokee language.  
Chris stated that he 
was please that CCIE 
was well on the way to 
speaking Cherokee.  He 
had heard quite a few 
“osiyos, tohitsus and 
wados” before he began 
his presention.  Before 
Chris and Kristin began, 
Amazing Grace was 
sung ‘a capella’ and a 
short Tsalagi practice 
was held. Chris gave 
the blessing before the 
meal in Cherokee, it was 
special to hear Tsalagi 
spoken so þuidly. There 
were a lot of visitors 
who got a great picture 
of CCIE in action.
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FEBURARY GENERAL MEETING

Richard performed a smudging ceremony to begin our meeting . There was also a special cer-
emony preformed for Yvonne and Richard gifted her with a þute he made especialy for her.

Thank you to all members that provided 
items for the auction and those that do-
nated their time to help setting up for our 
program.

A silent auction was held throughout the meeting which 
helped raise money for the community. 
There was a performance by our women’s drum group 
Lady Hawk. 

Photos courtesy of Scott Little

Yvonne Horn with her Gifted Flute
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I am pleased to let our membership know that once again our community will be participating in the 
Cherokee Nation heirloom seed project thru the natural resources department. It is part of the “growing 
our past to preserve our future” project which allows for us to touch a piece of our past. Last year our 
members used small pieces of their þower beds, pots on apartment balconies or corners of vegetable 
gardens with great results. Our community was able to return twice the amount of seeds originally 
received from the Cherokee Nation natural resources department along with retaining some for our 
community seed bank. The heirloom seeds will be available to all active community members who wish 
to participate. Once again we are asking that ½ of each gardeners crop be returned to CCIE at harvest. 
CCIE will return to the Cherokee Nation ½ of all seeds received from our members and retain ½ of the 
seeds into our communities seed bank for our members future gardens. Again it must be stressed that 
these seeds are not for collection, resale or souvenirs but to grow. In order to preserve the heirloom strain 
of each variety, the Natural Resources department has included instructions to assist with their planting. 
Since we are upon the planting season and we will not be having a regular meeting in April, but rather 
participating in the Sherman High School Pow Wow. For those members interested in obtaining seeds, I 
will have them with me for distribution at our booth during the Pow Wow. Once again due to the limited 
number of seeds obtained each member will need to pick them up in person, they will not be mailed. If 
you are unable to stop by our booth at the Pow Wow in April, if any seeds remain I will be bringing them 
to our May 22nd meeting. I am looking forward once again during this season of planting to watching our 
past and futures grow in each of our gardens. Wado Theresa Payne

Cheif Smith accepts the 2009 harvested Corn Seed grown by our members from CCIE’S Theresa Payne 
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